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| erisia produced a very pr d impression, both
| in London and Paris, in favor of the Union cause.
The embarkation of the British troops for Canada
elicited none of that popular enthusiasm with
| which the English are wont to encourage their sol-
| diers when marching to war.

The meeting of Irish Nationallsts in Dublin, for
the support of the Union csuse, was a great suc-
cess. The eloquent speeches of The O'Donoghue,
M. P., and other leaders of the people, which are
published in the HyzaLp to-day, prove that Ireland
fully understands and indignantly repudiates the
jdea of being made s parsy to Hngland's perfidy
towards the democracy of America in this its hour
of danger. Theve Is no doubt bat the voice of the
Dublin meeting will place every Irish heart right
on the-subject of -the dumger -whick must result
from the interference of Great Britain in our

! national affairs,
CONGR EBB.

| There was but o slim attendance of membors at
the opening of the Senate yeaterday. A number
of petitions were presented praying for the eman-
cipation of the slaves of rebels without compensa-
tion, and of those of loyal masters with compensa-
tion. Reports of great extravagance at the navy
yards having reached the ears of Mr. Grimes, he
introduced s resolution, which was adopted, in-
structing the Committee on Naval Affairs to in-
quire into the manner in which war vessels have
been fitted out. A resolution calling upon the
Becretary of the Navy for a list of the numes of
volunteer officera inthe service was adopted. Mr.
Howe, of Wisconsin, gave notice of a bill to amend
the Fugitive Blave law. After an executive ses-
sion the Senate adjourned till Thursday.

The House of Representatives was nob in sosaion
yesterdny, having adjourned over till Thursday.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.

The trial of Charles M. Jefferds for the murder of
‘John W. Mathews, which has been tried before
Recorder Hoffinan in the General Sessions, termi-
nated last evening in the conviction of the accused
of murder in the first degree. When the foreman

York, Wednesilay, Decomber 25, 1861,
THE SITUATION.
The negotiations between Lord Lyons and Mr.

Seward on the Mason and Slidell question are pro-

gresaing amicably. The most friendly spirit was

manifested in their interviews yesterday. Lord

Lyons has reoei later than those

brought by Capt. S8eymour, The whole alfair, with

oll ita complications, will have to be argued slowly

and carefully, but the position of the Cabinet is

firm.

Arms and ammunition continue to arrive here
from Europe. The Teutonin, which reached this
port yesterday from Hamburg, brought over 75,000
stand of arms for the government, principally
rifles, the Iargest portion of which came from Aus-
‘ris, The Hanse, of the Bremen line, brings abont
the same number, shipped in u great measure from
England and France. Besides these armas, the
Meamer Damascis is now disc‘hnrging’ 8 'la.rge
juantity of lead from Liverpool, amounting to
sbout 140,000 pounds, and about 5,000 stand of
arms. Within the past four or five months not less
than 260,000 stand of arms have come #o us from
Eurepe. This will give us all the arms we require
for the prosecution of the war, of which our army
stood 8o much in need heretofore.

The coming operation of the new tariff created
quite a stir among the importers of tea, coffes and
sugar yesterday. There was quite a rush st the
Custom House to enter and pay daties upon these
artioles, before the law comes into force.

The Bea Island cotton from Port Royal continues
to arrive. The brig Ellen P. Stewart brought 200
bales of it into Philadelphis yesterday—the pro-
perty of the government, Itis s fine article and
in good condition.

The skirmish at Newport News on the 224 was
8 brisk affuir, considering that the Twentieth New
York regiment, engaged on onr side, had only two
companies in the fleld, and wers suddenly sur-
rounded st Newmarket Bridge by a force of 700
rebel cavalry and infantry, but succeeded in cut-
ting their way through them without losing
& man. Bix of the Twentieth, however,
were alightly wounded. Ten of the enemy
are known to have been killed, and & number
wounded. Seven dead bodies were found yesterdsy
morning; ons waa that of an officer, and was taken
to Newport News. He wore buttons lettered ‘'A.
M. M."_poerhaps the Alabama Minute Men. It is
reported that » whole company of uegroes was
enguged, and two of our men are known to have
been shot by them. General Mansfield and Acting
Brigadier Glll.ll“ll Weber highly complimented the
troops engaged for their coolnesa and bravery.

Our d tches from G ! Banks' army st
Williamsport, give some more interesting details
of the late unaccomplished advance of the rebels
towards the river at that point, and the subsequent
movements of the Union troops.

From Missouri we learn that the commnnd sent
to Lexington by Genersl Pope burmed two ferry
boata and a foundry at that place, and took two
caplains, one lieutemant, four men and several
horses. A thousand of the rebel prisoners cap-
tured by General Pope near Clinton on Wednes-
duy last arvived in St. Louls yesterday.

Despatches from Chicage give us some extracts
from the Southern papers. The Memphis Appeal
says that the city of Richmond has fallen into the
most deploruble state of violence and demoraliza-
tion, shootings and stabbings being of daily oecur-
rence.  The condition of the city is said to be as
biil a8 ever either Baltimore or Naples was. The
Ay ieal further states the course of the abolition-
i«i4 in Congress I8 giving great satisfaction in the
Eouth. They consider that the legislation intro-
duced by these gentlemen will win more victories
for tue rebel cause than bayonets or bulleys,

The Indisns near Fort Busith are #ald to be ge.
gerting the rebels in large bodies, and coming
over to the Union army. An immense force of
4hgm are now concentrated witlfin & mile or'two of

New

d no instr

pr d the verdict Jeflerds said, ‘‘Gentlemen,
you have convicted an innocent man.'' He was
remanded for sentence.

The Avenir of Antwerp of the Gth instant
says, speaking of the recent conflagration in that
city:—The disaster will be complete. The fire haas
spread to the ocellars of the Entrepot Bt. Felix.
Dense masses of black smoke have been issuing
from the cellara, and occasionally bright tonguey
of flame. The vaults have fallemin. A great por,
tion of the remaining walls have fallen in.

The resolution recently passed by the Legialature
of Kentucky, requesting President Lincoln to dis-
miss Bimon Cameron from his Cabinet, it is thought
was only intended to quiet the fears of the Union
men of that Btate, who have become alarmed at
some of the propositions of the abolitionista.

From a recent return sent in to the Adjutant
General of the State of Ohio, it appeara that, in
addition to the large force already in the fleld,
Ohio could, should the service require, put twenty-
three regiments of infantry, four regiments of ca-
valry and eight batteries of artillery into active
servics before New Year's day of 1862. Their
twenty-two regiments of three months’ men have
all reorganized exoept one, several of them being
afréady in Sctive l%'c-e'. Good for Ohio.

A militia general order has been published in
Quebec, Canada, requiring seventy-five menin each
battalion to be in readiness for active service on
one day's notice.

Notwithstanding the drain npon our forces near
Washington to supply the expeditions, there are
yet over two hondred and fifty thousand men on
the Potomac,

The government bounties to the Eastern fisher-
men will be paid on the l1stof January. Some
three or four hundred thousand dollars will be dis-
tributed. Gl ter alone claims one hundred
and twenty-five thousand.

John M. Brewer, one of the Fort Warren prison-
era from Baltimore, has taken the oath and been
discharged.

The Hudson River Railroad trains were consider-
ably impeded on Mondsy night by immense snow
drifts.

Colonel Mullignn has declined an invitation to
lectore in Boston. He says he is anxious $o re.
turn to the war.

The Board of Aldermen met again last evening,
and transacted some routine business of no public
importance.

There are ot present some two hundred Britlah
vessels in this port, all of which—with many other
foreign and the American vessels generally—
displayed their national ensigns at half-mast during
the day yesterday, in consequence of the death of
his Royal Highness Prince Albert,

At & meeting of the New York Board of Fire
Insorance, held on Monday last, a report of the
Board of Underwriters, made at their meeting on
the 12th instant, was submitted, which set forth
that the substance known as petrolenm, rock oil,
or earth oil, inits crude state (as it is generally
received), is largely charged with volatile matter of
 highly inflammable nature, and therefore. when
the gas generated therefrom is mingled with air,
it becomes dangerous in closed buildings, from the
fact of its becoming easily ignited. In a fire of any
considerable magnitude this explosive gas would
be generated in large quantities, and the destruc-
tion of preperty in a compact, portion of the
oity would be wvery great. The com-
mittee also finl that benzine, benzole and
naptha are exceedingly \uglolive and danger-
ous, and, when kept in quantities of three barrels
or less, in any bullding, should be placed in the
list of “special hazards,”” and charged as such,
and when keptin larger,quantitics shonld be sub-
ject to the same rutrlnuog and rates as crude
petroleum, rock oil and earth oil. The committee
alpo recommended that manufactured coal oil,
refined petroleum oil, kerosene and carbon oil, and
all oils manufactured from cosl, rock or earth
ofl and petrolenm, when kept in less quantities
than ten barrels, be classed as ‘‘extra hazardous,"
and when kept in larger quantities be classed as
“gpecially hazardous,” and charged as sach.
After » full discussion the suggestions contalned in
the report were adopted, and it was furthar re-
solved that the building contsiming the artioles
above named, and all other merchandise therein, be
charged at the rates aforesaid.

Judge Shipman has delivered two interesting
opinions in the United States District Court—one
awarding $17,000 salvage to Tillman, the colored
man who, after killlg three white men at sea,
brought the achooner Waring to this port to her
owners; the other deeiding that shipowners are
linble for cargo destroyed by rats.

The market for beef cattle was active yester.
day, and, with & smail supply, prices advanced 3{c.
8 %4c. per pound—varying from 6c. & 9c. a 9%e.,

and 934¢. a 1lo. for fancy cattle. Cows were quiot
8t #25 a $60. Veals were mcarce and firm at

40,060, 8 63oc. PFheep and lambs were steady
from the poorer to good grades at $3 50.a 86
Fancy sheep sold from $7 to 15 and $20 a 325 per
head. Bwine were scarce and active at 3{c. 8
4l4c. The receipta were 2,762 boeves, 72 cows,
176 veals, 8,003 gheep and lambs, and 17,501 swine.
‘The advent of the Chiristmaa holidays tended to <lackea
burinoss on 'Change yostorday. The sales of colton om-
Lraced nboul 400 balcs, on the basis of 37c. a 380. for
middling uplands, while good o sirict middling of all
kinds wan scarce and nominal né 40c. The fSour markel
was heavy and dull, and, with moderate sales, closed a4
B¢, por barrel lower for most grades. Wheat was ox-
tremely Inactive, while prices wore unchangsd.
Corm was honvy and lower, with sales of
‘Weaternymixod for shipment, afioat and in store, nt 830,
Pork waa steady, with moderate salos at$12 25681276
for old and now meas, $15 & $14 for prime mess, and st
$8 50 & 9 for primo. The government contract for 0/000
bbls, pork was awardod at $12 26 = §12 76 for meas, and
the government contract fur 8,500 bbls. beef was takea
at $13 a $14 for oxtra mean, ln iron-bound barrels. Bu-
gars were firm, with salos of 400 hhdn,, st raton gives in
another column. Coffoe was firm, and the sales yosterday
and the day bofors comprised 14,000 bags Rie at 17)50. 8
18)c., and 600 bags Laguayra were sold st 22Xc. s 230,
Frolghts in & geversl way were irm, while engujements
were moderate. 1
The War and the Ways and Moanns—Con=
gress Beginning to Weork.

The Senale and House of Represoniatives
at Washington passed, the other dsy, &
bill imposing & war tax or fariff of
twenty cents per pound on all descriptions

per pound upon sugars, syrups and molasees,
Mr. Morrill estimates the annual revenue from
these increased duties at from seven to eight
millions of dollars; and he urged the immediate
passage of the bill: first, to secure the sugar
crop now coming into the country, and the tes
and coffee expected soon to arrive; secondly, be-
cause these articles have already risen amongour
dealers in anticipation of this bill, so that the
consumers pay now just as much as if the bill
were already a law of the land.

The seven or eight millions thus secured will
be 8o much towards sustaining the credit of the
Treasury; but when its loans and promisea to
pay on demand all together exceed four bun.
dred millions of dollars a year, we shall need
something more to keep the head of Mr. Chase
above water than these inereased taxes on tea,
coffee and sugar. Very true, from the Income
Tax bill passed at the last session of Congress,
twelve or fifteen millions are expected, leaving
out the seceded States; but from our vastly di-
minished luxurious importations from Europe,
and the most profitable to the government, we
shall need some other direct taxes to keep the
credit of the Treasury in ahealthy condlition.
Distilleries, breweries, carringes and other luxu-
riea and superfluities can bardly expect to es-
cape when such prime necessaries as tea, coffee
and sugar are taxed from ten to fifty per ceat
and the sooner the two houses of Congress real-
ize the fact the better it will be for the Treasury
and our taxpaying people, Wo must keep the
Treasury above water.

Senator Fessenden may be right when he
says that this war will come to an end disas-
tronsly to the country, and that very soon, if
we do not begin to economize our expenses.
He is unquestionably right when he says we
should begin to economize at the first point that
presents itgplf fgr gcongmy. We think, too,
we can suggest the aniﬁé' for the initial expe-
riment of retrenchment. Itis horsefiesh. We
understand that the War Office is saddled with
the expenses of sixty thousand horses for cavalry
purposes, or twenty, if not thirty, thousand
more than are wanted, and that the mortality
and damage in the horse department of the
army are equal to s dead loss of two hundred
thousand dollars a week. At great expense
our army horses are badly cared for, and are
killed off or rendered useless by the hundred
from reckless and cruel treatment. Let Con-
grees, or the War Department, inquire into this
subject; it presents a wide field for retrench-
ment and reform. e .

On the other hand, we want a larger acope of
expenditure in the navy. The House of Repre-
sentatives so understands it; and hence the com-
mendable bill it has pasaed for twenty iron-clad
gunboats. We call upon the Senate to pass
this bill without delay, so that our shipbuilders
may proceed at once to work. The specifica-
tions for these boats are prepared, and within
three months we can have all these vessels at
sea, if the Senate will only act promptly upon
the bill. Our greatest drawback in our South-
ern seacoast operations has been our want of
swift, light draft and powerful gunbosts. With
twenty such gunboats at our service at the be-
ginning of this war we: counld have broken this
rebellion to pleces within three be~
ginning with Norfolk and winding up ‘the
_oocupation of New Orleans. As it is, should
Congress order now twenty, or even forty, iron-
clad gunboats, we shall find them useful, even if
not ready for service until this rebellion is sup-
pressed.
The two houses of Congress having made
their arrangements for a practioal recess during
the interval, let us hope that with the new year
they will more largely devote their attention
to the necessifies of the Treasury and the vigor-
ous prosecution of this war, and less to the
agitation of abolition schemes and projects than
heretofore. We have, this Southern rebellion
now in the condition of a city under a siege. It
Is nearly exbausted, and we bave the men ang

e means, if properl i
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Heavy Oronance Wanren.—Our readers will
observe how often the English papers spesk of

" ships-of-war, designed for the North American

station, being equipped with heavy guns now-
a-days, and report the substitution of Armstrong
sixty and one bundred pounders for the old-
fashioned twenty-four and thirty-two pound
guns. We can learn something here from the
enemy. Let our ships-of-war be provided with
new, improved, heavy ordnance of the best
kind as fast as possible. Let our foundries be
set to work to turn out these guns. Extrsordi-
nary crises demand extraordinary exertions.
They can work nights and Sundays at the
Tower in England to prepare arms against us
and there is no reason why our foundries should
not be pushed to double labor now also.

OnroantzE THE Navy.—Whether we are to
bave a war with England or not, now is the
time to build up a navy. Congress and the ad”
ministration should act together in this matter,
and act expeditiously. New ships-of-war and
fron-clad batteries should be constructed as
soon and in as great numbers as pessible. All
of our old vessels-of-war should be taken off
the stocks and put in commission. They will
be usoful for harbor batteries if they cannot sail,
and at least some of them can be razeed and
converted into steamers. Our shipyards and
machine factories should be worked to their
ntmost limits now. There Is nothing like taking

‘saya:—~We oan give them the best resson for

of ®a; five cemts per pound upon all kinds of |
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time by the forelock in war matters,

Abelition PhHlanthropy for the Southern
Negroes., -

The sum total of the abolition zeal for the
Southern slave amounts to turning a negro into
& nigger. Every candid and intelligent man
who has ever travelled through the Scuth de”
olares that there is no comparison between the
happy lot of the Southern negro and the unfor-
tunate negro of the North. Yet the present
war has had its origin in the mad attempt
to oconvert the BSouthern negrots into
paupers. What would he the effect of
such a ocourse?! It would be to murder
one-half of them—to set them afloat ns
vagabonds and wanderers over the conntry, es-
peoially in time of war, when eo” ™sion pre-
vails, and every white man has enough to do to
feed himself, without being burthened with beg”
gara of another race. But this wretched de-
generation is what the philosophers of the T'i-
bume propase for the sleek, contented, well fed
blacks of the South. “If we really mean to
put down the vebellien,” says Greeley, “‘we
must sacourage the negroes to come over Lo
our side.” But how does he propode to en-
ocourage them! By offering them lberty. He

#0 doing without oost to the Treasury, or obli-
gation for the fulure; for we are utterly oppos-
od 4o ull snhemes for taking care of the negroes
at the public expense. All we need or should
offer them as inducement to come over to our
side ia liberty.” Cheap sacrifice for the poor
negro. He js to cost the Treasury nothing, and
there is to be ‘‘no obligation for the future.”
Ho is not to be taken care of at the public ex-
ponse. What then is the consequence of
emancipation? To take them from under the
protection of their masters, who are bound by
law to feed and clothe them, and to provide for
them in sickness and old age, which is more
than white men are compelled to do for their
servants at the North. It is to set them adrift
to shift for themselves, without the intelligence
or the habits necessary for success. It Is to let
the negroes die by thonsands from starvation
by the wayaide and in the streets, and to make
of the balance thieves, robbers and murderers.

What ia the condition of the Northern negroes
at best? We are told they are free. But what
sort of freedom iait? Have they any political
privileges, or any social standing? Can they
be electod to any office? Can any white man
or woman intermarry with them withont being
disgraced and an outcast from society? Are
they not pariahs at the North more than at the
South—mocked with the empty name of free-
dom by the abolitionists, who take care not to
mingle their blood with theirs. The negroes
are a despised race at the North more than they
are at the South. They are only barbers, and
bootblacks, and whitewashers. They are for
the most part degraded by vice and crime; so
that a Southern slave despises them, and calls
them, by way of derision, “free niggers."” Their
numbers diminish at the North. They increase
at the Bouth. These two facts speak volumes,
Their only security is in servitude, which dif-
fers from tho bondage of a white free servant
only in this, that the term of service is for life
instead of for a month or for a quarter of
year. The advantage of the arrangement 8
altogether in favor of the negro. He is to be
taken care of when he is sick and too old to
work; whereas, if he were a white man, he would

days in Buckingham Palace, when the publio
will be admitted to view, after which the fune-
ral will take place with great pomp, the male
portion of the royal family, the army, and all the
high officers of the crown, the foreign ambassa-
dors, and many of the relatives of the Prince,
taking part in the procession, which will pro-
ceed by a circuitous route to Westminater Hall,
where the burial service will be read and the
bedy interred. The burial service will proba-
bly be read simultaneously in all the churches
in the kingdom, and o general suspension of
business take place. The popular, as well as
the official mind, will be diverted to a great ex-
tent from the consideration of a probable wur
with the United States, and all hearts will unite
in a tribute of sympathy to the widow, of whose
virtues, as maid and wife, England has long
been justly prond. And, while thus engaged,
may the event be a lesson to that government
and to that people, and impress upon them the
great truth that nations, like individuals, pass
away, and others take their places,

Although the English Ministers have sacri.
ficed forever all hold upon the frendly feelings
of thia country for Great Britain, we may say

‘that none, perhaps, will entertain a warmer

sympathy for Victoria in this' period of ber
domestic affliction than the people of the
United States,

e e ————— e —————

Iuporrant Revory 1N Tue Navy—By telo..
graphic intelligence published in yeaterday’s
Hegavrp, we learn that the President has signed
the bill to Promote the Efficiency of the Navy,
The effect of the bill is to relieve the service of
old fogies in command of our ships-of-war
and give a chance to the young and enter-
prising te rival the deeds of our naval heroes in
our two wars with England.

‘We trust that henceforth it will be very differ.
ent with the United States navy from what it
was with the British navy in the Crimean war.
Admiral Napier, at a public dinner in London,
bonsted that in three weeks he would be in
Heaven or Hell or Cronstadt. Upon enter-
ing the watera of the Baltic he issued
an order to the geamen to sharpen their
cutlasses. But, on attempling to force his way
through the batteries defending the Russian
stronghold, this fire-eater was go overwhelming.
Iy repulsed at the first attempt that he did not
venture again. He found his fleet was not half
manned. Let it not be so with the American
navy. Congress has made liberal provision for
the increase of the navy, and for a powerful
reinforcement of its strength by a large num-
ber of iron-clad vessels-of-war. Let them be
manned with the right kind of offlcers and men,
and there can be no doubt about the result of a
naval confliot with any European Power.

Had we such a navy as we ought to have had
when England sent her demands to us, we could
have afforded to resist them, notwithstanding
the condition of onr couniry. Let both be
put in order, and then, if she shonld ngain pro-
voke us to war, she will find a foe as worthy of
her steel as she did in the seven years war of
the Revolution, or the three years war in which
our militia taught her veteran regulars, with
their laurels fresh from Spain, a lesson at New
Orleans which they have never forgotten,

Tun BLoCKADE AND THE CotToN CRoP.—Eng”
lish naval officers now pronounce our blockade
éffcient. What with our ships-of-war, our stone

be allowed to rot in & cellar or a garret.

To destroy this patriarchal institution at the
exponse of millions of lives and oceans of trea-
sure is the avowed of the radical aboli-
tionists, of whom the is hief organ.
The succees of their achem ruin atike
both blacks and whites, while it would render
the restoration of the Union hopeless forever.
The sooner the government puts them down,
by the same menns by which the open expres-
sion of sympathy with the Southern rebellion
was crushed, the better it will be for the cause

e U the welfape of the country and the
g&ﬂ'yﬁi R Aot e

The Death of Prince Albert,

The decease of the Queen's consort, and
the father of her nine children, is a solemn
event, not only for her Majesty, but
the people of England. The almost uni-
versal attachment with which she is re-
garded by her subjects extends more or
less to all the members of the royal family.
Her marriage with Prince Albert was popularly
regarded a8 a national blessing; for the union
was ane of much of that domestic
happiness upon which the affections of the
nation: centre. It was considered a beautiful
thing to soo éxalted rank aasociated with true
womanly worth—to find an exemplary wife
and good mother in a Queen, and the
pleasuros of home preserved under the
glitter of & crown. The regret that this sove-
reign idol heas become a widow will be deep
and heartfelt. A knell will be heard in every
English home, and sorrow will be felt such ns
those only who have experienced s great do-

to a fine exterior, which at the time of his mar-
riage earned for hiin the reputation of being
the handsomest man in England, his intel-
lectusl gifts and noble sentiments made him
admired by women snd estcomed by men. A
temporary unpopularity clouded his name dur-
ing the progress of the Crimean war; but
subsequen tly be entirely rocovered it. HI®
discretion prevented him, asthe Queen’s con-
sort, from at suy time publicly interfering in

‘the affales of government, although it is un-

doubted that his counsels were freely tendered
to the sovereign; and he wns one well fitted to
advise.

The effect of his death will be to bring the
Prince of Wales more prominently forward in
public life. As heir apparent to the throne, he
will be brought into closer acquaintance with
matlers of Biate than during the life of his
father, whose place in the confidence of the
Crowa be will to some extent supply. His youth,
however, will, for seme time to come, operate
against the value of his opinions; but his quick
intelligence will rapidly ripen under the favora-
ble auspices of his position, and qualify him in
advance for that throne which is now so worthily
occupied by his mother. The effect of this
sudden bereavement will probably operate
seriously for a time upon the Queen's hestth,
already much Impaired by the shock of her
motber's death, and always requiring o careful
attention to bygienic rules,

The body of the Prince, before interment
will in all probability le in state for soveral |

fleets, our gunboats, and our possession of
Hatteras, Hilton Head, Tybee Island and
Ship Island, we should think it ought
to be by this time. Now, then, measures
ought 5 Do TEER © secure thg gotton
crop. Underneath her former pretext of an
inefficient blockade, underneath her present
pretext of a legal technicality, the real reason
of England’s trouble with this country is her
mania for cotton. Only by this cry for
cotton can England secure the sympathy

of her own ?1@ cl 8 in her bluster
fowards this oﬁhgi-. twénty thou-

sand more troops be sent to Port Royal; let the
remainder of the Ship Island expedition be hur-
ried off. With these forces, push into the inte-
rior of the South, and seize the cotton crop
before it is too late. The field is ours if we
will but occupy it. Every day’s delay makes
cotton more veluable to England, and the
chances of our seizing it more precarious.
With cotton and corn we command the world.

Tax Arrare oF TH¥ TRENT AT WasamaToN.—
We have as yet no inforntpéion from Washington
of ‘the submission to our g ent of the ex-s
pected ultimatum of England en thaFrent affair.
Lord Lyons, whatever may be the driff of his
instructions, haa evidently no designs of a pre-
cipitate demand and an Immediate answer,
peace or war. Doubtless he is deliberately
employed in working up an argument to sup-
port his d -and contemplates a liberal
margin of time to Mr. Seward for a reply. If
80, it Is quite possible that, under the quieting
assurance of peace, all public excitement-on the
Trent affair, on both sides of the Atlantic, will
have died out while yet Lord Lyons and Mr.
Seward'are engaged in an exhausting discussion
of the subject. At 'all events, having exhausted
the case as presented by our English contempo-
raries, we are awaiting some movement of the
waters at Washington.

SioNaLizE AMERIOAN VESSELS oF A Propamie
Wir—We notice in our European news that
JLord Derby, in his conference with Lord-Pal-
merston, advised that all outgoing English ves-
sols shonld be imstructed to signalize all

Amerioa is probable.”” The idea is an ex-
cellent one, and we hope that it will be imme-
diately adopted by our own government. Let
all American vessels, national or merchant, be
fnstructed to Inform every American ship met
on the high seas thats war with England is
probable, and that they should prepare for it-
The information will be of invaluable import
ance in the event of war actually being de
clared, and, indeed, in any event.

New Pmow ar Barwvn's Muskum.—A now fairy spec-
taoulsr drama, in four amcts, entitled ‘Ondios, er the
Bpirit of the Waters," was produced for the first time in
this eity at Barnum's Museum on Iast Monday evening
before s very crowded ; aod p d & d
success. The play, we suppose, I8 founded om one of
those beautiful legends of the Rhine which embody the
most delightful fictions, and which have been worked up
Into such charming stories by the genlus of German
literature, Abounding in mplendid scenery, magic trans-
formations and comic situstions, it i just the kind of &
play to draw well during the holidays, and will doubs-
less have & good runat the Museum. “The mechanical
arrangements and the scenery are really of & superior
quality, especially the last tabloan, callod the **Bower
of Boauty’’ im the enchunted forest, by which the entire
stage is takon up, and forty young ladies, classically
roupeil, personate the fairy court of the Queen Ondins.

Mncﬂ:l roles are well nustained hﬁlu. 4. d. Prior,
Mina C. Alford, Mr. Hadaway and Mr, J. E. Nagle.

New Yoax Hinwomo Socrery.—The ** Messlah' will be

given this eveaing st Irving Hall by this society, with
several of our Isading srtisia in the solo paris, sad fall
choral aad orobesiral slfacts.

English ships they meet that “a war with |"

THE SKATING SEASON.

No Bkating To-day in Central Park—The
Williamsburg Skating Association -
Skating Outside of New York, &e.
Our frisnds who Lave looked forward to this day for
ho purposs of enjoying s ‘¢ good skute” will bo some-
what disappointed at fluding that the ice on Central Park
will be unfit for use to-day , nnd unless & very savere, still
frost seta In to-night there will not be much chanoce foe
to-morrow either,
THE CENTRAL PARK.

Bame of our readers will ask why thore should be e
skating on the pond to-day, when there has been every
aign of it during the past few days., The only answer w®
can give 8 the weather.,” That it has boen cold anough
to muke ice there cun be no denying ; but it has not beem
atill enough, ‘The recent beavy riins and high winds
have sofiened the thin coating of ice on the pond too
much to moke It #afe to sey Lhat skating ought o be al-
lowed to-day, vnless a very wsevers [rost should have
taken place last night, The disappointment will be fels
by many others bLesides the skaters. The ownorn of
BLooths have laid in sundry stocks of provisions, &e., the
sale of which is now doubtful. Waiton had taken advan.
tage of Lim large whelesulo establishment in Warres
atreol to supply his tent with every kind of skate ; and
as there in no ekating, of courso his lahor of love in lost,
The chairs will buve uo rumisrs 16 propel them, and the
ioe that should predent a festive coue will Le s desolute
waste. Beoknian's pond may have a frozen sutlace, sne
Harlem (ats might be visited; bul, oa the wholo, the
chances of skuting are vory slim indeed,

‘BEATING 1N WILLIAMBBUNG,
Thosamo thing thut affects the Ceniral Park skating
pond has pomething to do with the nbw pond in Williams
burg; but, ebould the weather parmil, the season will be
comumenced in Lhis somi-rural to-day. =
The Unlon Skating Associatior;, composed of the
spoctible 1 of Will g, have losed &
pioca of ground seven acres in extent, which has hoss
fenced ju, banked up at the elles, und flooded with wates
from tho reservoir at an expense of five cents per thou-
sand gallons, untll o ekoijng surfacs six hundred fuel im
lougth by three hundred und thirty foot in breadth has
been presented. This space is bounded by Marcy and
Harrison avenues, and Rutledge street, s short distance
east of Leo avonun church, and can be reached by cithes
the Greenjpolut ar Flushing nvenus onrs from Brooklyn, or
the Soath Seventh stroet cars from the Willinmsburg
forry house of the Peck Blip ferry. Tho pond has boul
arranged 80 that comiort during the aport shall be
awarded toall, An open rail fonco passes around the
pond, some distance from the bank, so ma toaliows
width of twenty-live feel of ieo on each of the four Rldes
for tho use of chairs o runners, thus giving this branch
of the amusement a spsce or drive of one thousand
eiubl hundred and sixty foet by twenty-five; and as the
end joins the heginoning there is really noend tothe length
of distance tho chairs may be propelled. As the skating
surfuce Is on the within aide of this rail, no obstruction is
offored to the foot passengers by the carriages. Further
than thia, the learner 10 skate can make use of the ral
fenco as asuppo.t in his task.

Fur the comlort of visiters a house, one hundred fael
long, and divided into six apartmonts, has besn erected.
Ons apartment is for & refreshment saloon, & second fog
the hire of gkates, tha remainder being sot upart us ladies!
and gentlemen's sitting and dressing rooms. Tho hotme
hna been fitted up with glass windowe looking on the loa
and a comfortable heatiug apparatus has boen so arranged
a3 Lo make the whole of an agrosable temperature. The
pond will ba brilliantly lluminated on dark clghis, ond &
baud of music will play every day from three to ten P. M.

In considerntion of the ladies, no infoxioating liquors
will bosold on the ico, and the whole will be under &
special police rogulstion for the preservation of good
order.

On each alternate post of the fence a Christmas treo or
» fing will bo placed, and on the lofty fiagataff will be
erocted the signal when skating ia safo and pl-nnli.@

ubsoribers is
O o e arad. dnd tho price of the 16 ste—-te s
the subicriber’s family—ia five dollars each.

The fitting up of the pond has kept a number of men in
employment for ome time, and thus, whilegiviog amuse-
ment io the well-to-do citizen, has contributed o the sup-
port of many a worthy man,

BEATING *'BINK ' IN MONTREAL.
An enterprising gentleman of Montreal ts about Lo ereel
& substantial brig
rooms, lighted at night, 10 be used for

time the L sots fu to w,

for gymossium, riding school, ball room, plcaic
tions, and all sorts of amusements. The b be
200 foet long by 60 (ect wide, 14 fuet on the sides and 34
runl.lhigh in the centre, with a moveable ficor, lighted by
i

- Ml e e

BXATING PARE IN ad. !

usl! kaﬁdn‘ ma‘%ll'“l.ﬁ recont :.:rkm':” i"Li
cio took advan! i o
mth:r and flooded the Park. The gradual change in tha
temperature which has eosusd has gonted the w
with a beautiful, smooth cost of ica, which, if the
Emw favorable, will be woll tested on Chr

¥,

BEATING IN BOSTOM. '

From the Boston papurs we learn that the sport is to ba

indulged in by the residents of the modern Athons with

a8 much vigor as heretofore, notwithstanding the effects

of the war and other canses. The usual skating grousd

has already Liad ita visiters, and if the sesson continues
any way p t much fun is expected by the skaters.

THE BKATING PARR OF DETROLY.
[From the Detroit I'ron Press, Lwe. 93.]

Wae aro at lnst suabled to say that the skating park s
fromen over, und that (bs adl_ll.l;u" that has been mo
leng ““coming’’ i hero & % pork s coverqed with
a fine body of ios, as smooth aa giasd, ug *nkﬁ‘%
have been waiting so patiently for the cold snap will now
have an opportunity to Intiulfn in this heaithy snd In-
Bpiriting exercise. Thie intclligence, we are sure, wiilbe

hailod with plensure by b of our pop -
eluding many aruu;mulr sox, and the park will soom
prasent the animat pectacle 8o often wil d last
winter, the remembrance of which ia ‘‘pleasanl to the
soul.” Unless otherwise announced on Monday, the park
will bo formally opened for the seasom to-morrow morn-
ing, and in future the pennant on the Russell House will
ba the signal for skatera to nssemble. Season or single
tickets may be had from the directors,

Brooklymn Academy of Musie.

On Monday night, under the recent resolution of the
Board of Directors, the Jarreti-Davenport combination
oponed this house for & series of dramalic performances,
Notwithstanding the Inclemency of the westher, thd fhos-
48 yras crowded in every part, the uppar gallery present.
ing for the first time eince the bullding has been used &
well filled aspoct. Jn deapite uf the apprehensions of the
Ar tic pretendars who op d the hiring of the
house for thestrical performances, nothing could be more
orderly or decorous than the conduct of the sudience. It
was composed for the most part of the samm clase of
citizens who patronise the Fhilharmnuic conoeria, whilst
the addition of others, who could not afford to pay ihe
parquotte and baleony prices, made no difference In the
general demeanor of the people mssombled, which was
Just as quiet and well behaved as that of “‘our set” on
opera nights.

The plsy was “Hamlet," with the following fine
cast:—Hamlet, Mr. E L. Davenpori; the Ghost,
Mr, J. W. Wallsck; Polonius, Mr. Mark Bmilh;
Grave Digger, Mr. Thomas Placide; Lasrtes, Mr.
J. H. Allen; Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, Mrs
J. W. Wallack; Opholis, Mrs. Julis Bennett Barrow*
On Mr. Davanport’s impersonation of Hamlet it is noy
nocessary for us to enlarge. It a0 familiar to our pub-

stage who gives & more finished or 1 &
tion to the character. The Ophelia of Mrs.
Barrow is also very gnod, showing careful
carrect apprecistion of the niceties of the
other characters were equally well sustai in their
way, and the representation of the piece was
the bost we have sesn for years. Mr. Davenport was
snthusiastically applsuded throughoul, and was oalled
before thecuriain at th lusion of the ]

Laat night the best comedy in the

Sheridan’s ** School for SBcandal,’” was the Stilng meq)
jous evening. The racy,

veloped by the pewerful cast who
parts. n’ln mp:f those pleces which roquire not a single
atar, or two or three po(l actora, to make it tall,
mands lnmwfinr:tm ndmr::;i&dul s
n
rod g = - % hit off the delicate points,
Surface, Mr, J. W.
1cs Surface, Mr. E. L. Dmvenport; Sie
. Mark Smith: Sic Olivor Surface, Mr,
; Crabtres, Mr. T. Placide; Sir Bonjs-
Mr, J.H. Allea; , Mr,
EII"“!T“.MI‘.;-III
.;..' in'-';‘ lr;'ml.l-iimhr. s
The kept the house In & continual roar,
Whore all itted themselvea mo well it is almost in-
vlum wﬂo distinctions; but justice requires that we
should Inriso the mplendid acting of Mrs. Julia
Barrow &s Lady Teazle, Mra. Brougham s Mra,
Mr. E. L. Davenport as Charles Surface and Mr,
JW. y JF., 18 Joseph Surface. The character of
Sir Peter Teatls was well rendered by Mr. Emith,
and Mr. Andrews was & 8ir  Oliven,

very good
The role of Lady Teasle, by Julis Bonnett Barrow

ire,

THe dramatia ware:
Wallack, Jr.
Toasle

;
o Mr

¥ It was & charming piece
acting; but ncarcely less dessrving of admiration was the
Charles Surface of Mr. Davenport. Tho piece was a com-

plele sucoess,

Tha rosult of the lant two oighta’ performances will, we
trust, convince the directors thal they have made no
mistake in yivlding to the public wish in opening the

mdmdwm“m Morally, as well aa pscuniarily,
we th wiil ba bonafited by i; mod they must nnar
be convi that the dangers whish they spprebended

axisted oaly in their own imaginations,

g
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